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NEVER! NEVER!

NEVER - GIVE UP
One day I decided to quit.... I quit my job, my
relationship, my spirituality. I wanted to quit my life.
I went to the woods to have one last talk with God.
’God’, I asked, ‘Can you give me one good reason not to
quit?’ His answer surprised me...
‘Look around’, He said. ‘Do you see the fern and the
bamboo?’ Yes’, I replied. ‘When I planted the fern and
the bamboo seeds, I took very good care of them. I gave
them light. I gave them water. The fern quickly grew
from the earth. Its brilliant green covered the floor. Yet
nothing came from the bamboo seed. But I did not quit
on the bamboo.
In the second year the fern grew more vibrant and
plentiful. And again, nothing came from the bamboo
seed. But I did not quit on the bamboo’, He said.
‘In year three, there was still nothing from the bamboo
seed. But I would not quit.
In year four, again, there was nothing from the bamboo
seed. I would not quit.’ He said.
‘Then in the fifth year a tiny sprout emerged from the
earth. Compared to the fern it was seemingly small and
insignificant. But just 6 months later the bamboo rose
to over 100 feet tall. It had spent the five years growing
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roots. Those roots made it strong and gave it what it
needed to survive. I would not give any of my creations
a challenge it could not handle.’
He asked me. ‘Did you know, my child, that all
this time you have been struggling, you have
actually been growing roots?’ I would not quit on
the bamboo. I will never quit on you. Don’t compare
yourself to others.’ He said. ‘‘The bamboo had a
different purpose than the fern, yet they both make the
forest beautiful. Your time will come’.
God said to me: ‘You will rise high.’ ‘How high should I
rise?’ I asked. ‘How high will the bamboo rise?’ He asked
in return. ‘As high as it can?’ I questioned. ‘Yes.’ He said,
‘Give me glory by rising as high as you can.’
I left the forest and brought back this story. I hope these
words can help you see that God will never give up on
you. For prayer is not an option but an opportunity.
Don’t tell the Lord how big the problem is, tell
the problem how Great the Lord is!
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From the Slopes of Table Mountain
From the time our new students arrived until now we have
had such fun in getting to know one another. Believe it! …
There have been those
tough issues to deal
with as we have lived,
studied and played
together, but our
house has become a
home to those who
enter our doors.
God has answered
prayers, we have made
friends with those who support the students and said
many a good-bye to our overseas students and visitors. A
once stranger has become a friend.

We have celebrated Women’s
month in August and partnered
with Rainbow of Hope (House)
in our Christmas in August
celebration.
A time when our whole house became alive with
preparing Christmas gifts for the children and a secret
gift for one another … HUSH! as we bustled around…
The students begun to share their experiences of what
they did as families at this special time of the year.

which we all enjoyed and then
much delight as the presents
were opened. God’s amazing gift - His Son coming
to earth as our Saviour.

“This Is Amazing Grace”
- Who breaks the power of
sin and darkness - Whose
love is mighty and so much
stronger - The King of Glory,
the King above all kings - Who
shakes the whole earth with
holy thunder and leaves us
breathless in awe and wonder.
The King of Glory, the
King above all kings - This
is amazing grace - This is
unfailing love that You would
take my place that You would
bear my cross - You lay down
Your life that I would be set
free - Oh, Jesus, I sing for all
that You’ve done for me.

And so the day arrived and a wonderful celebration was
enjoyed by all, feasting on the many good things that came
out of the kitchen. Our Chefs, Siya and Tilly really did a
marvellous job of catering for the evening. Heathia led
the team with much enthusiasm. The program for the
evening was the students responsibility. The children were
delighted as their faces were painted and they sang happy
action songs together. Pastor Brian told a Christmas story,
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The YW - Cape Town
Kristin was the understudy for
Vivienne in the musical ‘Legally
Blonde’ presented by the students
from the Waterfront Theatre
Company.

Marike had an art project to
complete and it was lovely being
able to assist in making this happen
for her and then to hear her
interpretation of her art work.
She shared how this needed to depict how she makes
decisions and spoke to the students at one of our
connect groups, sharing that often she found it hard to
make a decision when faced with a challenge.

She performed as
Vivienne in the two
Matinees and was a star
– well done Kristen.
Her Mom’s comment – ‘ WISH we could
be there …’ facebook message – (Sending love and
appreciation to all of you at the YW. We, her parents,
would have LOVED to have been there. Go with our
love, representing us, her Zimbabwe family.) Kristin in the
beige jacket kneeling in the front. (Below)

Fire drill was well accepted and
turned out to be an evening of
fun and fellowship, learning just a
little more about how our house
functions. A family caring for one another … out

in the car park the roll call identified if you were missing.
A wonderful analogy of God’s love and our response to
caring for others.

Many of our students in Cape Town are studying in the
art field – Frances has been involved in the student
production of her first Movie and chose to shoot at
the YW – what a privilege for us to be part of her first
production. Although there were factors that needed to
be considered like – NO ENTRANCE here for the day.
All worked out at the end.
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PIETERMARITZBURG
while
a strikes a pose
Cell leader Nan
t
breakfas
the ladies ‘’do’’

CELL GROUPS:

The ‘’mixed’’Tuesday night cell group held a breakfast on a
beautiful (hot) Saturday morning in April. The men fired
up the braai and we enjoyed egg and bacon rolls followed
by Chelsea buns and coffee. There were activities laid on
but the heat drove everyone inside and ‘’30 Seconds’’ was
the overall winner.
Not to be outdone, the Monday cell group held a “Ladies
Only” breakfast on a miserable (wet) Saturday morning in
May. Spirits were not dampened, however, and we had a
fantastic turnout of 45 people.

MOVIE AND PUDDING EVENING:

To celebrate Women’s Day we had a movie and pudding
evening under the stars. A screen was set up on the lawn
and the lounge furniture moved outside. Fortunately the
evening was mild although the girls were warmly clad and
covered in blankets and/
or duvets. Two DVD’s
were shown with breaks
before and between
for hot chocolate, a
delicious variety of
desserts and popcorn.
A new twist on the old
Drive-ins!
Lots of young ladies on

a sugar high.

SPARKLE – THE
NCF CHURCH, PIETERMARITZBURG’S
ANNUAL WOMENS CONFERENCE:

Early in August Penny and 19 young ladies of The YW
attended Sparkle which took place over a Friday evening
and Saturday. Comments from some of the girls are :

Breakfast is serv

ed

Chilling on

a hot day

There was plenty to eat, plenty to listen to - Penny spoke
on God’s faithfulness and a guest speaker on knowing
who you are in Christ - and plenty of brain exercise as
the morning finished off with a quiz. The ladies loved it
and were ready for a repeat the following week.

ACCOUNTING 300 PRESENTATION:

THERISHA MAHARAJ (final year Accounting student):
Our Accounting 300 presentation was based on the
Tigerbrands Company. Our theme was ‘’the jungle’’ and
during our ‘’safari’’ we presented facts on the Taxation,
Managerial Finance, Accounting and Auditing of the
Company. Our group prepared for three weeks during
the June vacation and had the honour of placing third.

ADELINE CHRYSOLYTE CHETTY:
“The year 2014 has proved to be a year filled with

many changes and exciting developments. One of the
changes is that I had to leave my home in Durban
and reside here in Pietermaritzburg. And of course
my parents were not only worried about how I would
cope away from home, they were also worried about
how, when and where I would attend church. I believe
that me finding a home at The YW was a blessing from
God because if it was not so, I would never have known
about the NCF Church. And thanks to Aunty Penny
for allowing The YW girls to be a part of the ‘’Sparkle
Conference’’ experience.
This amazing conference was definitely an inspiration
to me as a young lady trying to stay on the path of
God. Every element of the event just came together in
this amazing melting-pot of women learning from each
other and their experiences. Obviously the praise and
worship – as well as the food – was fabulous.
I really do pray that in 2015 I will be blessed enough to
enjoy ‘’Captivated” (next year’s Sparkle). Well, that is if
Uncle Fred does not kick me out before my time ……
just kidding (I hope)’’.

THANDO MASEKO:
‘’Heaven invaded my world.

‘’We refire, not retire’’
Tanya said. Truly I was refired as Jesus coloured my
world with love, reminding me that I am all He says
I am – His special treasure and the highlight of His
creation”.
Ther isha (second from left)
and her team.
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On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons Penny
and a number of Y girls help the children with homework or
read stories to the smaller kids. On certain Saturdays young
people from our Tuesday cell group together with NCF
Church members play games with the kids, having so much
fun themselves that they return to the Y after dark.

YW T SHIRTS:

A number of girls have
shown interest in ourYW
T shirts, samples of
which are modelled here
by Zama and Siphe Zee.
The logo is embroidered.
We were going to add
a print on the back but
decided against it in order
to keep costs down. The
girls will be wearing their
T shirts by the time you
read this.

ZAMA SITHOLE says:
Zama
Siphe Zee and
shirts
T
YW
g
in
wear

BEE – THE Y PIETERMARITZBURG STYLE:

Cometh the spring, cometh the bees. Poor Tendayi woke
from her afternoon nap (yep, the life of a hardworking
varsity student) to find herself surrounded by bees. A
quick phone call to Don, the friendly bee-man soon
sorted the problem out. The bees, including Queen
Bee, were carefully removed from the air-vent of the Old
Cottage and relocated to their country residence among
the plantations above Howick. Here they carry on the
good work that bees do, far enough away to allow Tendayi
her well earned siestas.

‘’I am proud to say that I am part of something great
– that is the homework project. The homework project
has taught me so many things and has changed me
in terms of how I look at life. It has also improved my
self-esteem. I used to be too shy to stand up and talk
to new people and engage myself in new challenges.
Going to the homework project has made me excited
to get involved in new adventures and obstacles and
I talk to and am ‘’free’’ around other people. I am
ready and eager to learn new things about life and feel
confident about myself.
Going to the homework project is one of the things I will
treasure for the rest of my life. I have had a lot of fun
with the kids who are so friendly, kind, free-spirited and
loving. They all have an eagerness to learn and I have
enjoyed their funny school stories which they share with
us. I encourage other people to just try the homework
project – it will be the greatest experience of your life
and is a way of relaxing, just taking your mind off your
books and listening to what the kids have to say.
It is a great feeling being able to teach a child something
new. And there is that smile they give you to show you
they understand what you have been teaching them.
I would like to thank Aunty Penny and Uncle Fred for
giving me this great opportunity and the enthusiasm of
going to ‘’Indawo Yethemba’’ every week’’.

PATRICIA MIKA:

The Royal move

ORPHANAGE VISITS:

The homework project changed this year to a better
organized situation at Indawo Yethemba (Place of Hope)
in Ashburton. The orphanage consists of four houses at
present, each houses three boys and three girls and is
overseen by a ‘’Gogo’’ who is the mother to the children
of the house. Two more houses are in the process of
being built. The orphanage is overseen by an American
missionary couple.

‘’I have only been at The YW for a few weeks and I am
glad to say that I am part of the homework project.
The first day I went to help out I met polite, cheerful
and welcoming children who made sure I would look
forward to coming back the next week. It has been
a beautiful experience and every Tuesday is different.
Their actions, smiles and little stories about school –
what a way to go back and see the world through the
eyes of a child. I am always reminded that Jesus said
‘’Let the children come to me’’.
No matter what happens a child is always pure and
loving and this experience will teach me – or should I
say has taught me – how to be patient, understanding,
loving and caring and that anyone can be a role model.
I would like to thank Uncle Fred and Aunt Penny for
allowing me to have this wonderful experience’’.

NONTOKOZO MDLULI:
“The homework project was an escape tool for me

at first, from my boring afternoons, but once I got to
know the kids and spent more time with them, all that
changed. I could not wait for Aunty Penny to knock on
Two of the little guys assist Zama Sithole
with their homework
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my door every Tuesday to go and help the little ones
with their homework.
Going to Indawo has taught me to appreciate all that I
have and to be thankful all the time. It also taught me
that there are still people with beautiful souls out there
and to never forget who I am.
The homework project is so much fun and it is also a
fun way to get to chat with Aunt/Mummy Penny and
get to know her better and bore her about my future
‘’white husband’’.

IN SHORT THAT IS JUST HOW FUN THE
HOMEWORK PROJECT IS!!. We will report on the

Christmas party we are planning for the kids in our next
issue of ‘’News and Views’’.

YEAR END FUNCTION:

tests lined up one
after the other
and the tension at
the Y was palpable
as the girls tried
to deal with the
pressure.
And the function
was looming! Six
teams of six plus
s’’ show off
Some of ‘’The pink Titan
one team of nine
trophies
d
an
ras
their winning tia
girls were required
to come up with a name for their team and a way of
introducing it to the audience. Later in the evening they
were required to do some sort of ‘’production’’ based
on the theme of ‘’Hollywood, Bollywood, Nollywood’’.
Various prizes would be awarded: best introduction, best
team spirit, best costume and the best production based
on the theme.
As time drew nearer we grew more anxious about
the quality (or lack thereof) of performance we were
going to get. Never underestimate a Y girl. Every single
team (including ‘’African Magic’’ who adlibbed their way through their entire
production) were brilliant. Fred, Penny
and even Emily (Enemy) the dog
came in for a number of roastings but
it was an evening of fun and laughter,
a night to forget about books, tests,
assignments and looming exams.
The ‘’Pink Titans’’ were the overall
winners but everyone was so good
that prize winning categories had to
be added to acknowledge the talent
and effort which had been put into the
evening.

In order to avoid interrupting busy October study
schedules we decided to hold our year-end function
in September this year, but
the best laid plans of mice
and men... Strikes broke out
at Westville and the tests
of certain subjects were
postponed. The strike spread
to Durban and inevitably to
the Pietermaritzburg Campus.
All the girls were now affected.
Tests were piling up as the
days went by and girls were
unsure whether they would
be writing the following day
or not. By the time the matter
‘’The Red Reddy Chillies’’ rea
was resolved the girls had
dy for their
hot multi-cultural performanc

OUR ARTIST – AYANDA MTHETHWA:

e.

Not satisfied with her Honours Degree in psychology, Ayanda returned to obtain her Honours degree in art, majoring in
ceramics. She was invited to exhibit her work at the Hilton Arts Festival this year.
AYANDA MTHETHWA:

I am currently completing my Honours Degree in
Visual Arts – Ceramics. My pottery vessels are
hand built with mainly coiled terracotta (red) clay, a
technique which is similar to that used in Zulu beer
pots. My work is greatly influenced by my knowledge
and definition of the Zulu culture. My practical
and theoretical work stresses the collaboration and
intersection of Zulu beadwork and pottery. Not
only does the work emphasize on form and style, it
becomes personal as I draw more aspects from my
cultural roots and traditions.
Though I am a Christian and grew up in a township,
the artwork reflects that I am aware of the Zulu
culture and want to understand but not necessarily
practise the customs. With modernity, traditions
have transformed and I believe it is important for
the future generation to still recognise the history
and meaning of traditions.
My work is also a strong expression of my life and
past, honouring my Grandmother who is a bead
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worker and her late sister was a potter who brewed
the most nutritious sorghum beer (yes I have had a
sip). I have always had a great passion for Visual Arts,
including Digital Design, Painting and Printmaking.
Ayanda and a team of her artist friends from the
university will be decorating the play/homework
room at the orphanage during October.
Watch out for pics in our next edition.

Ayanda and her pots
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BLOEMFONTEIN

Our Residents share their thoughts & experiences of the YW

Zenande, Keab

Didi

etsoe & Lucy

Some of our Residents. Mpho is in the middle in the
red top. Can you find our Tannie?

Keabetsoe, Zen

Nthabiseng

& Bella
Unathi, Whitney, Keneilwe

ande, Kopano &

MPHO SEFOTLHELO:

LUCY

I am 19yrs old and am originally from Bloemfontein and
a BCom Accounting student at the University of the Free
State. I am one of the bubbliest people at The YW. I love this
residence so much! All the lovely girls that reside here, the
friendly staff members we have and our loving and caring
guardians, Oom & Tannie, who have been such an inspiration
and motivation to us. I love the spirit everyone has and how
we are spiritual lead and taught to always invite God into
everything we do. The YW residence has been a caring home
far away from for me.

First full laundry – ouch! Free space –
yay! Responsibilities – eich!

THABI KAMBULE (STAFF):

Coming to work at The YW and being
part of its family is such a blessing –
it’s like I’ve been here for years because
of the warmth and the love I received.
It’s a peaceful environment and all
the staff members and the girls are
amazing. Sharing the Word of God in
the morning before we start working is
encouraging as we ask God to guide
and lead us through the day and
Thabi
knowing that He is with us all the time.
I believe that God sent me here for
a good purpose and I thank Him and believe that greater
things are yet to come!
KEABETSOE:

My first home away from home.

Lucy

NTHABISENG:

I found friendship, love, sisterhood and
family when I moved in three years
ago. The YW has grounded me, it
has disciplined me and taught me
commitment. I have had the best
three years of my life so far! The
best decision I made was deciding
to live here. Oom & Tannie, you
guys are the best.

Oom and B

ella

BELLA:

Born in the world, saved by
grace. (Matthew 4:4).
KOPANO:

The YW – a place you can call
“home”.
GALALETSANG
(GALY):

A home where one finds
herself among sisterly love.
JAMES (STAFF):

In life you will realise that
there is a role for everyone you meet.

Unathi, Kopano
Galaletsang (Galy&
)

ZENANDE:

I’ve grown into a young spiritual lady and for that I thank you.
Since 2012 – I will never forget this place.
ISSUE NUMBER TWO - 2014

NEWS&VIEWS

7

MY EXPERIENCE
AT BROMLEY
Hi, my name is Felly Tshilemba Ilunga, I am from the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). I would like to share
with you my experience at Bromley.
I became a resident at Bromley in 2012 when I came to
Zimbabwe. My aim was to work here as a veterinary doctor.
However, since I was trained in the DRC, a French speaking
country, the Veterinary Council of Zimbabwe advised me to
take up a refreshment course at the University of Zimbabwe.
This was to allow me to familiarize myself with the
Zimbabwean system before I register for the examination at
the Veterinary Council of Zimbabwe.

Felly Tshilemba Ilunga

THE YW IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION, THEREFORE...

Donations are welcomed from individual, churches, businesses or organisations and receipts will be provided.
In all cases, correspondence should be addressed to:
The National Administrator, P O Box 2039, Ruimsig 1732
Tel: 011 764 3034 Fax: 086 671 8247
Company Reg. No. 1929/001919/08 • NPO 000-821-827 • Email: theyw@iafrica.com • Website: www.theyw.co.za

LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

Bloemfontein: 10 St Davids Street, PO Box 20205, Willows 9320 Tel: 051 444 5307 Fax: 051 444 5873 Email: ywbfn@lantic.net
Cape Town: 20 Bellevue Street, Gardens 8001 Tel: 021 423 3711 Fax: 086 547 0714 Email: ywct@telkomsa.net
Pietermaritzburg: 31 Golf Road, PO Box 100939, Scottsville, 3209 Tel: 033 386 3938 Fax: 086 518 4004 Email: theywpmb@gmail.com
In fellowship with: Christian Residential Association
Harare, Zimbabwe: Bromley House, 182 Herbert Chitepo Avenue, Harare, Zimbabwe Tel: 00263 4 252 974 Email: cra@mweb.co.zw
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Bromley is a nice and clean place with a beautiful garden. It is
strategically located, in that it is very close to the city center.
Hence, students do not need to walk long distances to go
to school, supermarkets or churches. The pick-up point for
buses to UZ is also within walking distance. In addition, the
place is very quiet - appropriate for students – so it was easy
for me to follow my timetable without disturbances. Besides
that, at Bromley I met and managed to live with people from
different cultures and backgrounds. As a Christian residential
house, Bromley conducts church services for its residents
every Monday. Through those services I discovered that we
are worshiping the same Living God and I was truly blessed
by the teachings. Further, as also a way of practicing my
English, I had the opportunity to share the Word of God
with my fellow residents and express myself fluently. That
was the most memorable experience for me.

