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YOU ARE SPECIAL
Chinese missionary John Bentley
distributed a book written by Max
Lucado entitled, You Are Special,
to children who lived in a Chinese
orphanage.

In China, male children are favoured over female ones.
Healthy babies outrank impaired ones. Indeed, children who
cannot speak, or hear or are blind stand little chance of a
healthy, productive life. Every message of history and culture
tells them, “You don’t matter.”
The story in Max Lucado’s book describes Punchinello, a
wooden person in a village of wooden people. The villagers
had the practice of sticking stars on achievers and dots on
strugglers. Punchinello had so many dots that the people
gave him dots for no reason at all. But when Punchinello met
Eli, his maker, Eli afﬁrmed him, telling him to disregard the
opinions of others. “I made you,” he explained, “and I don’t
make mistakes!” Punchinello had never heard such words.
When he did, his dots began to drop off.
When the children in the orphanage heard such words, their
worlds began to change. John Bentley describes reading the
story to these children and the incredible effect it had on
each one as they sat, glued to every word. “When the idea
came through in the reading that they were special, simply
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because they were made by a loving Creator, every one of
them starting crying, including their teachers. It was wild!”
Get God’s opinion of you and build your life on it – it’s the
only opinion that counts!
Max Lucado – “You are valuable because you exist. Not
because of what you do or what you have done, but simply
because you are.”
“’Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed,
yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my
covenant of peace be removed,’ says the Lord, who has
compassion on you.” Isaiah 54:10.
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

It’s a new year with new opportunities
and a new environment for many of our
residents.
New things and places can
often lead to us feeling lonely, afraid and
uncertain of life. A year can seem so long
when everything’s new and if we don’t
know how to hold fast to God we will feel
like giving up – and many do.
Acknowledgements to Word for You Today
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PRETORIA
JACARANDA CITY

My name
is Sibongile
Mkhwane.
I am originally from Makwassie,
situated near Wolmaransstad
in the North West province.
I came to stay at The YW
Pretoria in 2010, during
my ﬁrst year as a student
at Tshwane University of
Technology. I completed my
National Diploma in Analytical
Chemistry last year and I’m
now working as a Quality
Sibongile Mkhwane
Control Laboratory Technician
at NTP Radioisotopes. My ﬁrst day at The YW Pretoria was
horrible; I didn’t know anyone and the rules weren’t so clear,
I have to admit. I sat the whole night thinking to myself: this
has got to be the worst place ever.
Of course I was wrong because staying at The YW Pretoria
has been a wonderful experience. I found myself rushing
back to The YW at the end of each school recess. My parents
were so surprised since I called them the ﬁrst day saying that
I wanted to come back home.
I’ve grown so much in three years, both socially and spiritually.
Unlike staying at a ﬂat, one gets to fellowship with the other
Christians. It’s not enough just going to church on Sundays,
and staying at a ﬂat is a disadvantage when it comes to
attending evening cell groups on weekdays. You ﬁnd that you
stay far from church and as students (since not all of us have
cars) walking at night isn’t always safe. I have made a lot of
friends with the girls because we speak the same language,
and that is the Bible.
We visited the Hospital to pray for the sick, and it was always
amazing how many people got saved, from patients to doctors
and nurses. Every time we went to visit again there would
be a lesser number of patients than the previous month, so
to us as we were praying it meant that the Holy Spirit was
amongst us and that the power of God was indeed at work.
So we carried on visiting the hospital time and again. I have to
say that I grew spiritually during the process of intercession.
Now that I’m leaving The YW, I pray that God will be with
me wherever I’m going and that I will always be safe. Staying
at The YW I learned to live a disciplined life even with the
freedom I had. I believe that I’m now ready to face life outside
of The YW with the same principles.
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I pray that God blesses The YW, the Manager, staff and the
residents. They made me feel welcome and most of the days
I forgot how far I was from home.

Hi, my name is
B u h l e b e n ko s i
Msibi and I am
from Witbank.
Currently I am studying
at UNISA and residing
at The YW Christian
accommodation. When I
ﬁrst came to Pretoria I didn’t
know anyone or any place
around here, but then I met
some of the YW girls and
instantly felt welcome. They
have helped show me the Buhlebenkosi Msibi
right places to go.
What I love most about the Y (that’s how we call it) is the fact
that we are given the opportunity to grow spiritually as we
are being taught the Word of God. Recently we did a prayer
walk outside the building as we prayed for our community.
I have found great friends here at the Y who share similar
interests to me. At the Y I feel at home. I feel as if I am a
part of it, and I’m having the time of my life.

My name is Mpho Motshegoa
and I am 21yrs old.
I came to The YW after having heard about it from my
mother’s colleague whose daughter also happened to be a
resident here. I am glad to stay here because it has been
a good experience for me so far. I have met some great
people and made new friends.
What I love and enjoy most are the Monday Chapel meetings.
I have learned a lot from those who came to preach to
us, and also learned a couple of things myself through life
experiences. I am happy to be a resident at The YW and
hope to continue growing as a Christian during my stay here.
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PIETERMARITZBURG
THE HOMEWORK PROJECT

The Homework Project continues with Penny and some of
the girls going to a “safe house” where children are fed in
the afternoons and given assistance with their homework.
The kids battle with maths particularly and the team from
The YW is endeavouring to instil the basics into them before
they get even further along in the school system.

SALVATION
HOME

ARMY

CHILDREN’S

Filomena, Agnes & Ercilia

Many of the girls have shown an interest in going to the
Children’s Home to assist with the children, many wanting
to hold and cuddle babies who are being starved of love
and attention through a lack of staff. Penny and the girls
make a weekly visit to the home in order to improve the
lives of others.
The

OUR MOZAMBIQUEAN TRIO
Three very brave young Portuguese-speaking ladies from
Maputo joined The YW family. Filomena, Agnes & Ercilia are
doing a course are doing a course in English at the University
prior to commencing their respective degrees. This meant
coming to Pietermaritzburg and living among people with
whom they can communicate only on a very basic level.
The three have settled remarkably well and their English is
improving in leaps and bounds. We admire their spirits and
look will forward to watching them graduate in a few years.
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LIVING AT THE YW
BY ZAMALANGENI MHLONGO
Who would have thought not getting accommodation in res
would be such a blessing? The YW was the ﬁrst place on the
list of alternative accommodation as it is situated right across
from the University. My over-protective, germophobic
mother almost got in the way of my moving here when
she heard I would be sharing with ﬁve other girls in a two
bathroom house. After convincing her that I would be ﬁne
she was happy to ﬁnd everything sparkling and germ-free
when we arrived!
I moved in on the 2nd February 2013 and have never
looked back. All the girls are lovely and I have to say this or
else I won’t get my chocolate: The parents, Fred and Penny
Hammond, are the most wonderful ‘parents‘ any child could
ask for. (I think so as well, but not as much as they do!) Being
here has exposed me to a variety of great projects such as
the Salvation Army Children’s Home and the Homework
Project which I have always wanted to be involved in, so it’s
great to live with people who value helping others as much
as I do.
Every morning I can look forward to being wished a great
day by Fred and Penny at the ofﬁce and of course we laugh
all the way to Varsity at one of Fred’s not-so-funny jokes. So,
the void has been ﬁlled! Much to Fred’s dismay, since my loud
nature doesn’t let him be at peace. I can safely announce
(they don’t know this yet!) that I well be staying at The YW
for the duration of my stay in Pietermaritzburg!
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THE ALPHA COURSE KICKS OFF
AT THE YW
Our four dedicated young ladies from NCF Church, Kerry,
Caro, Danny and Batha, kicked off with an introduction to
the Alpha course on the 11th March 2013. The girls were
encouraged to bring guests and a total of 36 attended, along
with the ladies of The YW. The evening commenced with
ice-cream and various toppings, after which Mark Wimble,
a Pastor from the church, gave an outline of topics which
would be covered during the course. The event took place
under the stars. We are hoping that the venue’s close
proximity to the university will enable a good number of
outsiders to attend and we are trusting God for great things.
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Testimony
by Lona Nkwezane

BLOEMFONTEIN

My name is Reﬁloe Basetsana. My well known name is
Lona which is a Xhosa name, in full its “Lona Igazi lemvana
lenamandla.” In English it means, “there is power in the blood of
the Lamb”. It is a very prophetic name. God knew that through
the blood of His Son, Jesus, I would be born again and become
a light to the nations. This is my second year at the Central
University of Technology and I am studying Electrical Engineering.
I would like to share what God has done in my life…… I have so
many testimonies, in fact I am a living testimony.
In 2011 God gave me a verse in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know
the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
I did not fully understand what that verse meant at the time, but
the Lord revealed His plan for my life. My matric class teacher
gave us application forms to complete for an Eskom bursary for
those students who wished to study in the Engineering ﬁeld. I
didn’t apply for the bursary as the requirement was that I obtain
60% for English (I knew I would not be able to achieve that!)
My mom sent in the application form without me knowing about
it. I was called in for an interview and was informed early in
2012 that the bursary had been granted. I had to produce
my matric certiﬁcate and all expenses would be paid. That is
when I understood the scripture that God gave me. I am a living
testimony of God showing Himself faithful in my life every day.
That is why I will never stop living for my God.
Lona has been with the Y since 2012 and is a shining light
for the Lord.

TO MY MOTHER
THANK YOU
Even if I don’t tell you often how much I love you,
no words can describe what you mean to me.
The fact that you carried us in your womb for nine
months and you did not have a male support shows that
you are a woman of strength.
The fact that you struggled for us, that we had clothes
to wear, food on the table and that we went to the best
schools. I know that it was not easy for you to raise the
both of us, but you managed just ﬁne.
Even if you did not tell us or show us,
I knew that you were struggling.
The fact that you had to work extra hours and
that you came home tired, you did not complain.
That broke my heart and showed me that you
are a brave woman and that you would do anything
for your children.
I thank God everyday because he gave me you,
a wonderful mother.

Report back

Ex- resident Vuyokazi Booysen
Vuyokazi stayed at The YW in Bloemfontein from 2008 until the
end of 2011. She sent an email recently and quotes: ”Life is a
journey and my journey to a beautiful life started the day God
led me to The YW, a place I will always call ‘home’.”
Vuyo is now studying in Stellenbosch and is in her second year.
She is doing very well and the Lord has come through for her
and shown Himself faithful in many different ways. She was
facing the problem of not being accepted for summer school
in January due to a late submission, but the Lord provided the
ﬁnances and the Directors allowed her to continue. She was in
the top three for every test she wrote and when summer school
was over, had a distinction added to her name. God is a God
who answers prayers.
Starting from July she has been asked to mentor 10 ﬁrst year
students. She is growing in the hands of our Father, being
involved in community service for her Res, counselling at church
and Prison ministry. Whilst staying at the Y the Lord revealed
to her that she has a heart of compassion and that her gifting
was praying for young women. Vuyo has asked for the names of
our Residents so she can pray for them on a regular basis. Her
prayer is that the Lord will set aside a God fearing husband for
her and that one day she would have a healthy family. “I only
want who my Father has in mind for me. My future is bright, the
day I found God I found myself. Even though the journey of life
is not always easy, having the Lord as my source of life makes
every challenge and heartache worth it. I know in the end there
is a lesson, growth and promotion.”

Update from the Managers ….
It has been wonderful to see our girls returning and new residents
coming in through these early months of the year. WELCOME
to each one of you. You are a blessing to us all.
Also, we welcome onto our Bloemfontein YW Local Association
Committee some new Committee members: Pastor David
Kennedy and Francois & Erna Matthys. It is so comforting to
have their support in all aspects of The YW work and ministry.
Richard & Veronica Werth

“Her children arise and call her blessed”
Proverbs 31 v28 (b)
Written by Tshepiso Motingwe

mittee:
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(Tshepiso and Tshepang are twins and both stay at The YW)
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My name is Juliette. I am from New York,
but I have been living in Dubai, working as
an air stewardess for Emirates Airlines. I
am SO, SO EXCITED to be in Cape Town,
South Africa for the very ﬁrst time.
I am spending a year of my life on the internship programme at Hillsong
Church. I have a heart for ministry and I am really looking forward to what
God has planned for me. I have stepped out in faith, and moved here from
the States without knowing a soul. But I am not homesick at all, because
the people I have met have brought me in and treated me like family. I
feel at peace, and I am ﬁlled with joy because I am in God’s will for my life.
Although I do not know what will happen to me at the end of this year, I
am content because I know that God has everything under control. I trust
Him and I am not ashamed to live out my life for Him.
Hi,
my
name
is
Sivu.
I
am
a
ﬁrst
year
copywriting student at the AAA School of Advertising.
Having lived between the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu Natal all
of my life, moving to Cape Town was not only overwhelming
but frightening too.
I have been at the Y for 58 days now (yes, I am counting because every
single day has just been that memorable) and I have learnt something new
about myself, but most importantly about people in general, every day. The
Y has cultivated my relationship with God – challenging me to know more
about His Kingdom and His purpose for my life. As young Christians we are
always trying to ﬁnd ourselves in relation to the meaning of life. Being at the
Y has taught me how to be God’s canvas; to avail myself to serve and be a
testimony of His work, because that is the culture here. From our Manager
Kathy, to Audrey our chef, everyone exudes love, compassion, kindness
and warm-heartedness so much so that I have not felt for a moment that
I am away from home.
I always remember our very ﬁrst prayer meeting when I tell people about
the Y. Kathy said if she could bring one person, just one, closer to God she
will have served her purpose. I ﬁgure I shouldn’t tell her yet that she did
bring me closer to Him … the more people she doesn’t know about the
further she’ll pursue God’s purpose.
My name is Luzelle. I am 19 years old and come from Mossel Bay.
I am studying music and I have big dreams of having a successful career
as a singer/songwriter in the music industry. I would like to point people
to Jesus Christ through my lyrics and lifestyle. So far I’ve learned and
experienced SO much this year, but have realized the need for God’s
truth and life, especially in South Africa. Hopefully by the end of the year I
would have been able to inﬂuence people to shine God’s light to a world
where there is great need. This year I am ready to grow as a person and a
musician, and to build good relationships and be a friend to others. I enjoy
leading the YW girls in worship on Tuesday evenings.
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ZIMBABWE
OUR HOME

This is my
stay at
Bromley, an
experience I
will value all
my life…

Bromley House,
my home away
from home….
My name is Mercy Nhamo and
I have been staying at Bromley
House since 2011. I am a student
doing Travel Consultant with the
IATA Board (International Air
Transport Association).
I cannot forget the feeling I had
the ﬁrst day I came to this place,
before I even got to be staying
here, as I could feel the love and
warmth surrounding me and I
knew at that point that this was
Mercy Nhamo
the place for me. Our Manager, Ms
Dhliwayo, is not just a manager - she is like our mother, who
has our best interest at heart. She counsels us, she guides
us and gives us pure motherly love like we are her own
children. We have a great staff here, who are very friendly
and sociable. Some of them are older and they are like our
grandmothers and grandfathers.
I love the moments I share with some of the girls I stay
with in our lovely garden which is well maintained and ever
green. The garden has lovely ﬂowers all around it. The friends
I have met here are caring, we know we can count on each
other through both good and trying times. Ms Dhliwayo
encourages us to treat each other like sisters.

I come from Mutare but
I am currently staying
at Bromley House in
Harare. I am attending
a local college and
studying the Association
Lorein Gwiza
of Chartered Certiﬁed
Accountants [ACCA]. When I walked through the door of
Bromley in 2012 it was the best day ever away from home
because I expected it to be horrible, but Bromley House has
become my lovely home. The staff made me feel a part of
this house immediately.
We all come from different backgrounds - some from
broken homes where our upbringings are different, but Mrs
Dhliwayo teaches us how to become one family. Truly, here
we are a happy bunch as if we are from the same womb. Mrs
Dhliwayo always gives us the best as if she was our mother
and we know that she really wants the very best for us.
I have learned lessons in sisterhood when I experienced
difﬁcult moments and now thoroughly understand that no
matter how difﬁcult our problems may seem, there is One
who cares for us and wants to help us ﬁnd a way through.
This is JESUS!
The Chapel meeting is held every Monday. I can rest assured
that blessings lie ahead of me when I listen to the teachings
and prayers that are shared by different pastors. These have
moved me from one dimension to a higher one in terms of
both my spiritual and social life.
In a nutshell, BROMLEY HOUSE is a nice place to stay if you
want to stay in a God fearing environment.
Be blessed

THE YW IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION, THEREFORE...
Donations are welcomed from individual, churches, businesses or organisations and receipts will be provided.
In all cases, correspondence should be addressed to:
The National Administrator, P O Box 2039, Ruimsig 1732
Tel: 011 764 3034 Fax: 086 671 8247
Company Reg. No. 1929/001919/08 NPO 000-821-827 Email: theyw@iafrica.com Website: www.theyw.co.za

LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

Bloemfontein: 10 St Davids Street, PO Box 20205, Willows 9320 Tel: 051 444 5307 Fax: 051 444 5873 Email: ywbfn@lantic.net
Cape Town: 20 Bellevue Street, Gardesn 8001 Tel: 021 423 3711 Fax: 086 547 0714 Email: ywct@telkomsa.net
Pietermaritzburg: 31 Golf Road, PO Box 100939, Scottsville, 3209 Tel: 033 386 3938 Fax: 086 518 4004 Email: theywpmb@gmail.com
Pretoria: 557 Vermeulen Street, Arcadia, PO Box 55033 Arcadia 0007 Tel: 012 326 2916 Fax: 012 326 3638 Email: ywpta@netactive.co.za
In fellowship with: Christian Residential Association
Harare, Zimbabwe: Bromley House, 182 Herbert Chitepo Avenue, Harare, Zimbabwe Tel: 00263 4 724072 Email: cra@mweb.co.zw
If you previously received this publication from the Johannesburg and East london YW’s, please note that they will continue to be sent to you from National
Ofﬁce.
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When the time comes that I will be saying goodbye to
this home, I will take away lessons and I will never forget. I
personally have learnt to be independent, to share and most
importantly, I have grown spiritually through our Monday
chapel meetings where different ministers come to talk to us
about the word of God.

Hi. My name is Lorein
Gwiza.

